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Background:  Marfan syndrome is an autosomal dominant genetic disorder of human connective tissue. It has various expression patterns 
and a history of this disorder is important to recognize in patients presenting for care, especially in the setting of pregnancy.
case:  Patient is a 25 year-old g6 p4 female at 32 weeks gestation. She presented with diffuse abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting. V.S. 
BP 151/66 HR 104 T 36.8 RR 18. Only grossly abnormal laboratory was elevated AST at 445 u/L (30) and ALT at 288 u/L (78).
decision Making:  Abdominal ultrasound and noncontrasted CT abdomen was unrevealing of pathology. Patient was then examined 
by transthoracic echocardiogram, which revealed dilated aortic root and intimal flap that was apparent in multiple views. Patient then 
underwent caesarian section, followed by type A dissection repair along with Aortic valve replacement.
conclusion:  The patient had a presentation that was not obvious for the true clinical condition. The patient under further inquiry had two 
maternal uncles with previous type A dissection and a maternal grandfather who expired from type A aortic dissection. Marfan syndrome 
has a wide presentation of its phenotype. Our patient did not have the typical marfanoid habitus and despite this had cardiac findings that 
strongly corroborated the diagnosis of Marfan syndrome. Our patient had a strong family history and suffered an acute event that made her 
pregnancy complicated and increased her likely morbidity and mortality.
